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Perhaps, too, some of the expressions in the proclamation
of the Queen's supremacy and direct rule over India, de-
claring that " none should be in any wise favoured, none
molested or disquieted by reason of their religious laith or
observances/' and enjoining " all those who may be in
authority that they abstain from all interference with the
religious belief or worship of any " of the people, wore cither
erroneously or wilfully misinterpreted by the Sudras, as for-
bidding missionary efforts and the public proclamation of
Christian truth.

The great questions in dispute were those connected with*
the Christian and Hindu religions, caste and progress, rigid
conservatism and liberal reform. But, as on former occasions,
the immediate and ostensible subject of dispute was that of
dress, especially the use of the " upper cloth;" and on this
occasion heathen and Christian Shfmars were united in
opinion and sentiment. A whole race of men were not for
ever to be retained in such a condition of prostration and
subservience as that in which the Shanars had been kept.
Many of this caste in the south of Travancoro emigrate with
their families to the British province of Tinnevelly, in search
of employment during certain seasons of the year. There
their women are quite at liberty, and are accustomed, to clothe
themselves above the waist decently, and on their return to
the native state naturally retain that covering.

About October and November, 1858, indications of the
general ill-feeling of the Sudras towards the Christians
became more marked. A Christian woman was assaulted in
the public market at Neyyattunkara, and her jacket torn.
The case was proved in the police court, yet the offender was
let off with so slight a punishment by fine that "he soon
afterwards committed several similar crimes. Next the
Sudras gave out that an order had been issued by the
Government to strip the women of their jackets, and they